
 Jill and Rachel Eder have 
generosity in their blood.  It started 
with Jill’s parents and Rachel’s 
grandparents, Yvette and Arthur 
Eder.  Well known New Haven area 
philanthropists, Yvette and Arthur’s 
generosity has touched thousands 
over the years.  As their health 
declined, they wanted to ensure their 
legacy would continue, thus at their 
request Jill and Rachel started the 
Yvette and Arthur Eder Foundation. 
Through its commitment to helping 
others, the Foundation has played a 
pivotal role in improving the quality 
of life for many children who have 
been faced with a life changing 
illness, along with their families.  
Yvette lost her own battle with cancer 
in 2003, and Arthur’s health continued 
to decline resulting in his death in 2006. 
Thanks to the strong legacy they created, 
their generosity has survived their passing.
 Since 2008, Jill, Rachel, and the Yvette 
and Arthur Eder Foundation have played 
a major part in the success of Camp 
Rising Sun.  Rachel is a counselor in our 
“little girls” cabin, Jill is a member of the 
Camp Rising Sun Charitable Foundation 

Board of Directors, and the Yvette and 
Arthur Eder Foundation is the financial 
supporter of many of the great activities at 
camp.  “We are so fortunate to have met 
the Eders,” said Camp Director Shaun 
Heffernan. “They do much more than 
make a donation; they have dedicated their 
time and energy to assist in planning many 
of our camp activities and fundraisers, 
especially the Annual Night Out at the 
Owenego.”  
 “We were ecstatic to learn that once 

again this year, the Yvette and Arthur 
Eder Foundation will be sponsoring the 
$100,000 Challenge,” added Heffernan.  
Every donation, up to $100,000, made 
between June 1 and July 14, 2015 will 
be matched by the Yvette and Arthur 
Eder Foundation. Annual Night Out 
Coordinator Melissa Pandolfi said, “We 
encourage everyone to buy their tickets 
and raffle tickets online prior to July 15, so 
your donation gets matched as part of the 
challenge.”
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MISSION STATEMENT:
It is our mission at Camp Rising Sun to provide a safe nurturing environment to kids 
who have faced the diagnosis of cancer, so that they may grow and learn from their 
experiences to become the best they can be. 

 Camp Rising Sun Charitable Foundation
P.O. Box 472

Branford, CT 06405

www.camprisingsun.com

Second Annual $100,000 Challenge: Have Your Donations Matched!

Summer Camp Week is August 23-28. Have you registered yet?



Get ready - it’s that time of year again! Our 14th Annual Night 
Out will be held on Wednesday, July 15 this year. Please come 
out and support camp’s biggest fundraiser!
 As always, the Annual Night Out will be held at the 
Owenego Beach Club in Branford, and will 
feature a cook-out buffet, live music from 
Vivid, and many kids’ activities. Tickets are 
just $25 for adults and $10 for kids, and our 
campers come free! There will also be a cash 
bar available.
 Don’t miss the silent auction and raffle! These 
are always huge hits with fantastic prizes - this 
year’s items up for bid include a 5-course chef 
tasting menu, an African safari, Disney World 
passes, and to go with the CRS theme for the 
year, a giant stuffed Cat in the Hat! 
 Tickets can be purchased online and then 

picked up at the event.  And don’t forget, Annual Night Out 
ticket purchases are included in the $100,000 match, so your 
support is automatically doubled - and you get to have a great 
night out, too!

 It is not too late to Register your Camper for Camp Week 2015!
 You can register online for camp week by going to Camp Rising Sun’s 
Website: www.camprisingsun.com.  Simply click on the “Campers” 
tab at the top, and then “Applications.”  At that point you just log in, 
select the 2015 Summer Session and enter in your camper’s information 
including preferences and medical info.  You can even upload the 
camper’s medical and insurance info!
 If you would prefer a paper registration or have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out by calling 203-481-7277 or sending an email to 
info@camprisingsun.com.

Summer Camp Week Registration Still Open



 When Olivia first came to Camp Rising 
Sun 11 years ago, she remembered “being 
nervous and shy because I didn’t know 
anyone.  But then I quickly became 
comfortable because I saw other kids 
were bald like I was.”  Over the years 
friendships have grown and CRS became 
a home away from home.
 In her sophomore year of high school, 
she decided she wanted to do something 
to give back to Camp.  She formed a club 
at her school, “Rising to a Cure,” with a 
mission to raise money for CRS.
 The club puts on fundraising activities 
throughout the year, everything from 
bake sales to Easter egg hunts.  This 
year, they managed to convince a New 
Canaan High School teacher, 
David Harvey, to dye his hair 
pink if the club reached a set 
fundraising milestone.  Of course, 
they managed to raise that and 
then some, and Mr. Harvey’s Latin 
classes got to see their teacher with 
a new hairdo.
 One of the club’s biggest 

fundraisers is their annual car wash.  They 
take over their high school’s parking lot 
and spend three hours scrubbing down 
cars at $10 apiece (plus donations, of 
course!).  This year’s wash was held on 
May 30th and raised a whopping $571.  
With that added to their previous efforts, 
Olivia is confident that the club will 
exceed the $1,200 they raised last year.
 Olivia is finishing up her senior year 
of high school and will be attending the 
University of North Carolina in the fall.  
Classes start August 18th, so she won’t 
be able to come to CRS as a counselor 
this year -- as she says, “I didn’t think 
it would be a good idea to miss my first 
week of classes as a freshman!”  

Camp Rising Sun’s American Camping Association Accreditation

Raffle and silent auction prizes 
for our Night Out event

Cabin sponsor

Videographer to produce a 
Camp DVD

Face painting supplies

Gift cards to BJs, Stop and 
Shop, Amazon, JoAnn’s, 
Costco, Walmart, or CVS

16 containers of sunscreen, bug 
spray, antiseptic spray, cold 
packs, Band-aids

Canon Selphy printer ink and 
paper

Helium tank and balloons

10 scrapbooks for graduating 
seniors

See our website for our 
Amazon.com Wish List

The Camp Rising Sun Mission Statement 
pledges to provide our campers a safe 
and nurturing environment.  One way to 
ensure that we are keeping our promise 
is our accreditation with the American 
Camping Association (ACA).  ACA 

represents the gold standard in camping 
safety.  Camps accredited through ACA go 

through a rigorous process of evaluating 
and documenting best practices in all 
aspects of camp; from medical standards 
to program to staff training.  Camp Rising 
Sun is proud to say that we are an ACA 
accredited camp.

Have you seen our awesome new website?
Head on over to www.camprisingsun.com today!

 Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/camprisingsun
Follow us on Twitter: @camprisingsun



I’m not the only one who knows…
I swear it’s not a repeat of Disney, Road Trip or TV Shows!

We promise they will play, oh they will play, I say…
Not just on Sunday, but on Monday, Tuesday, 
 Wednesday, Thursday and Friday!

It’s something fun, something exciting, we promise you that…
And it includes a Grinch, a Lorax and a Cat in a Hat!

If you still haven’t guessed it, here’s one last clue,
The theme is based around books your kids have read, 
 and surely even you!

It’s Dr. Seuss! Our staff has been prepping and planning 
 to make it an unforgettable time,
With BBQ’s, fireworks and the zipline…
 The gaga pit, wiffleball and rock climb!

What fun we will have, what fun it will be,
With horseback riding, laser tag, crafts and karaoke!

Kids will be visited by a magician, a Broadway producer 
 and yes, even Dr. Joe…
And make sure to tell your kids to practice for our 
 “Seussical the Musical” Talent Show!

We hope to deliver another unforgettable week as 
 we do each year,
So get ready for wonderful memories and cheer,
 because Camp Week is near!
 It is almost here!

Camp Week 2015 – Can You Guess This Year’s Theme?

 On Sunday, May 3, the West Haven High School courtyard 
played host to good food, fun games, and buzz cuts, all for a 
good cause.  The 2nd Annual Westie Day of Hope was a great 
success raising more than $7000 for Camp Rising Sun.  Over 50 
students, faculty members, and West 
Haven residents volunteered to lose 
their hair to stand in unity with kids 
fighting cancer.  More than a dozen 
local barbers and hair stylists donated 
their head shaving skills.  Along with 
the new hair styles, guests were able 
to grab some lunch, tour a fire truck, 
and check out games and activity 
booths sponsored by WHHS student 
clubs and volunteer organizations. 
 “Sunday’s gathering was all about 
uniting as a community to help 
make summer a little brighter for 
youngsters who’ve already faced 

monumental challenges in life and could use a little break to 
simply be kids”, says Carrigan Intermediate School Assistant 
Principal Rich Weber, co-founder of Westie Day of Hope with 
WHHS science teacher Kevin Dickson.

Westies Show Support -- and Scalps -- for Camp Rising Sun



Camp Rising Sun 
Calendar of Events

Wednesday, July 15
Annual Kids Night Out

Owenego Inn, Branford, CT

Saturday, July 18
Caps for Kids at the Big E

Sorrowton Green
Contact Jane or Sharon at 413.205.5015

Saturday, July 25
Connecticut Challenge Bike Ride

Contact scapozza@hotmail.com

Friday, August 21
Ray LaMay Memorial Golf Tournament

Berlin, CT
http://RaysGolfDay.com

August 23-28
Camp Rising Sun Camp Week

Camp Jewell, Colebrook, CT
Contact Tina@camprisingsun.com

Saturday, October 10
Team Camp Rising Sun Runs 

the Hartford Marathon
Bushnell Park, Hartford, CT

Contact scapozza@hotmail.com or 
rhardy326@aim.com

 For the 6th straight year, 
CRS will be an official 
charity at the Eversource 
Hartford Marathon which 
takes place on Saturday, 
October 10. In 2014 our 
runners managed to raise 
$18,000! This year, we 
are looking to recruit 50 
runners to represent Camp 
in either the 5K, half 
marathon or full marathon. 
Also, as an official charity, 
we need to have 30 volunteers (non-runners) to help with the 
Kid’s K Fun Run, which is really fun! 
 Go to www.hartfordmarathon.com to register (you can  
use code CAMPSUN15 to save $5 on your fee!), then visit  
www.crowdrise.com/camprisingsun2015 to create your 
individual fundraising page.  The fundraising minimums are 
the same as last year: $250 for the 5K, $500 for the half or 
full marathon.  There are fun incentives if you raise more than 
$1,000, including great CRS swag and free passes to the 2016 
Night Out Event at Owenego!  Email Scott at scapozza@
hotmail.com if you have any questions.  If you want to volunteer, 
please email Rachel Hardy at rhardy326@aim.com.

Team Camp Rising Sun is on  
the Move Again

When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
Amazon will donate to Camp Rising 
Sun Charitable Foundation Inc. 
Support us every time you shop.

 For the 3rd year in 
a row, CRS will also 
have a team at the 
CT Challenge bike 
ride on Saturday 
July 25. This is a 
non-competitive, 
family-friendly 
event and you 
can even choose 
your distance with 
options ranging from 10 to 100 miles.
 Last year, we raised $7,500 for Camp. In 2015, we’re 
looking to recruit 20 riders to represent Camp Rising Sun on 
the roads of Fairfield and Litchfield counties. To register, go to 
http://2015ctchallenge.kintera.org/camprisingsun. Any questions, 
please email Scott Capozza at scapozza@hotmail.com.

Connecticut Challenge Bike Ride 2015

Hartford Marathon 2015



A Night of Wine & Cheese to Support Camp
 Camp Rising Sun celebrated its 3rd Annual Wine & Cheese 
Fundraiser on May 1st at Greenvale Vineyards in Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island. Guests enjoyed tasting some great local wines 
from Greenvale Vineyards and an assortment of yummy cheeses 
from Le Petit Gourmet, a local cheese shop. A large Rhode 
Island crowd, along with a large group of Camp Rising Sun 
staff from Connecticut, were on hand to support Camp Rising 
Sun and enjoy a few hours of socializing and catching up. The 
event wrapped up with an 
entertaining raffle of donated 
items from local businesses 
ranging from gift baskets to a 
free sailing lesson. The event 
raised almost $2,500, all of 
which will go directly to Camp 
Rising Sun.
    Greenvale Vineyards is 
situated on the Scituate River, 
minutes from picturesque 
Newport, Rhode Island, and 
has sponsored and hosted 
the event in their beautiful & 
cozy tasting room for the past 
three years. The fundraiser 
is organized by fellow Camp 

Rising Sun counselor Justin Scarpulla, who lives in Newport. 
Justin has been putting on the event for 3 years and was very 
pleased with this year’s turnout. “This year’s event was a 
huge success! It’s always refreshing seeing the local Newport 
businesses step up and support such a great cause. It meant a lot 
to me that a bunch of CRS staff could come out for the event 
this year. This event seems to be getting bigger every year. Three 
years and going strong!”

CRS Joins KOA Care Camps
 When you think of KOA campgrounds an image of a spread 
of land off the interstate might come to mind but that has 
all changed.  KOA Campgrounds are now spread across the 
nation and not only offer RV spots but have tent areas, cabins 
with linens supplied, pools, campfire programs and more.  
 KOA has made a commitment to help fund children’s 
oncology camps across the nation through their KOA Care 
Camps Program.  Camp Rising Sun has recently partnered 
with KOA Mystic and KOA Cape Cod.  Look for gift 
certificates to these campgrounds at our Night Out for the Kids 
silent auction as well as Mo and Beth from these properties 
helping out at camp. Camp recently received a $4,000 grant 
from Care Camps to help fund our 2015 camp.  
 Thank you KOA Care Camps for helping us and all the 
oncology camps nationwide to meet our fundraising goals.

Jordan Jacques

Forever In Our Hearts

Rob Burke



Printing of this newsletter was generously donated by Paladin Printing, Newington

Team Camp Rising Sun runners at the 2015 Courthouse O’Putnam 5K.  
Camp Rising Sun was chosen as the official charity for the race!

Camper Madeline shares some GREAT news after 
beating cancer for a second time -- this time after a 

bone marrow transplant from her little brother!

CRS staffers Kait and Deb took on the Pawcatuck Lions 5K Road Race.  
The race benefits CRS in memory of our good friend Angelo Miceli.

A colorful crew manned the CRS tent at the Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center’s Cycle of Life event.  The event is an annual celebration for 

pediatric cancer survivors and children currently in treatment.

The Long River Riders motorcycle club recently 
chose Camp Rising Sun as its official charity.  They’ll 
be raising money for CRS at various events this year.

Camper Matty found an appropriately-labeled can of 
soda!  We look forward to seeing all of our superstars 

and superheroes at camp in August!



$100,000 ... Are you up to the CHALLENGE? See inside for details.

Camp Rising Sun
P.O. Box 472
Branford, CT 06405

Return Service Requested

A hundred years from now

It will not matter what my
bank account was,

the sort of house I lived,
or the kind of car I drove.

But the world will be
different because I was

important in the life of a child.

A place where kids with cancer have fun!
www.camprisingsun.com


