Its Time to CELEBRATE!

We all enjoy celebrating the holidays. Now, imagine
celebrating a year's worth of holidays - all within a
single week! That’s right, this summer, Camp Rising
Sun campers and staff will enjoy a Thanksgiving Feast
and a Halloween Haunted House on the same day.
We'll eat a St. Patrick’s Day lunch followed by a Cinco
de Mayo dinner, then enjoy a brilliant 4™ of July
fireworks display. We'll even celebrate St. Joseph’s Day
in honor of good old Dr. Joe (by eating lots of pizza
and taking a nap, of course!). Campers will participate
in holiday-themed activities, like pumpkin carving,

a “cupid” archery contest, and making gingerbread
houses. And, of course, we'll have plenty of time
for our ‘usual’ Camp activities like horseback riding,

arts & crafts, and
swimming in the
lake. We'll end the
week with a New
Year’s Rockin’ Eve
Dance Party - and
maybe get a little
sleep...

Of course the
best part of
any holiday is
celebrating with friends and family - what could be
better than celebrating a week of holidays with our
Camp Rising Sun family?

CELEBRATE
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Our Staff Spotlight Shines on New Guy - Jason Atkins

"What'’s your deal, new guy?” inquired a curious
camper, who noticed an unfamiliar face on the CRS
bus trip to Ski Sundown back in the winter of 2006.
The rookie was none other than Jason Atkins, then a
first-year counselor and now the Program
Director for CRS.

Though he is now a seasoned veteran,
the “new guy” moniker has stuck. It is
a fitting nickname, for Jason is forever
coming up with “new” ideas for camp
themes, activities and special visitors.
Many of his colleagues at CRS rib him
that they have a special folder on their
computer for his "How do you like this idea?” e-mails.
His creative talents and organizational skills keep the
program fresh and running like a well oiled-machine.

Jason heard about CRS through his involvement with
Relay for Life. "At a Relay for Life training event, I
listened to a counselor and camper talk about what a

profound and enjoyable experience CRS had been for
them. I knew immediately I wanted get involved.”

At the end of the CRS summer session in 2006,
Camp Coordinator Tina Saunders and Camp Directors
Jeff Holt and Mike Donahue approached
Jason about becoming Program Director.
He graciously accepted the invitation and
his suitability for the job is evident in the
smiles of the campers as they participate
in the daily program activities.

It is not all work and no play for
Jason. At the end of the day, after he
breathes a sigh of relief that the day
has run smoothly, you can bet on seeing Jason sitting
around a campfire chatting with the campers hanging
out in Senior Lodge playing a game of Texas Hold ‘Em.
“This is my favorite part of the day, as it gives me a
chance to take off my planning hat and really get to
know these amazing kids.”
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